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CHAPTEE  VI.

DURING the spring of 1800 Lord Minto was employed
in strenuous endeavours to promote a better under-
standing with the Austrian Government, and to rest it
on a more secure basis than verbal assurances of good
faith. On the withdrawal of the Russian army. Baron
Thugut proposed that England should subsidise as
* many German troops as possible' to be added to the
Imperial army, and should also afford such pecuniary
assistance to the Imperial treasury as would enable the
Emperor to continue the war. The undoubtedly dis-
tressed condition of the Imperial finances could alone
have brought Baron Thugut to make a demand which
would necessarily have the effect of giving to Great
Britain a control of the conduct of the war, as it would
entitle her to a principal share in the determination of
its objects.1

1 It was obvious to those who had opportunities of watching the
proceedings of the great continental armies, that subsidies to G-erman
troops were a less questionable proceeding in the interests of morality
than the previous subsidies to Russia, which had contributed to
bring a horde of demi-savages on the populations of Italy and
Switzerland. In spite of the brilliant campaigns in both countries, it is
affirmed over and over again in the correspondence of the times that the
doings and misdoings of the Russians filled their allies with dread; that
the Archduke shrank from co-operation with them, lest the discipline of